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Getting your home ready to sell can be overwhelmindso where do you begin? In
this booklet, we’ve listed tips to help you get yauhome ready to sell by providing
you with ideas to enhance your home’s atmosphere wdh are inexpensive and easy.
In fact, some of these ideas are so fabulous and\sersatile, you can also use them to
enhance yournew home, making your surroundings beautiful, creatinga pleasant
and functional living environment. So grab a pen ad go down this list of tips,
crossing out the items as you complete them. Keepinind that you don’t have to do
everything on this list -some of these items may laready finished and in good
shape in your home, and some of these quick and gagecorative improvements
may not be something you wish to do...but they’re herwhen you're ready to try
something new and different. This tips booklet alsgontains three bonus sets of tips:
18 Tips for Open House Day, 17 Repair Tips and 42dgorating Tips!
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Getting Ready to Sell

1. 1.1. Remember...everything you see walking upé¢oftont
door should look great. Many persons buy housdsowttever
seeing the sides or back of the house... or eveegdhage. 90% of
the time buyers want to drive by before they agoesee the
interior. If the front doesn't look good they'llvex set foot inside.
Make those buyers want to come inside! Items t& Etooutside
can include: house numbers, door-knockers, dooblotibns,
mailboxes, flower bed edgers, stepping stoneswaaicbme mats.
2. 2. 2.Inside you'll want to lighten up the darkerreers,
perhaps add some fresh paint and put the cluttay aovgive the
rooms an open feeling.

3. 3. 3. Make sure there are no "stale" odors in thraéh This
can be especially important for remote areas ss@l@msement or
attic. On the day of your open house, you may waobnsider
baking some cookies or bring in some fragrant fféskliers. This
will add a cheery and pleasant scent to your hdrnhese little
things just may help you sell your home a bit myuieskly.

4. 4. 4. Afresh coat of paint for your home, garagegven
fences, may be the one improvement that createsndisé positive
first impression. Give your home's exterior a fresht of paint, or
if the entire home doesn't need painting, just i@ shutters,
window frames or any other area that could useiehtap.

5. 5. 5. Improve the landscaping by weeding flowerbeds
trimming shrubbery and mowing the lawn. During sommer
months, keep the yard watered or add fertilizeketep the grass
green.

6. 6.6. Keep the exterior clean and in good conditifeal
gutters and clean downspouts. Replace rotting veoadsted iron.
7. 7.7.Clean windows inside and out. Clean stornrslaad
screens on windows.

8. 8. 8. Make sure your windows are in good workingeorand
open and close properly. If you have an automatrage door



opener, make sure it works properly. And cleantbaitgarage as
much as possible. Clean up messy grease or o8.spot

9. 9.9. If you have a swimming pool or Jacuzzi, remtaves
and adjust the chemicals. Store chemicals and tovedy. Dust off
filtration equipment.

10. 10. 10. Repaint interior walls in white, off-whiteream,
beige or pastels (those are the safest colors bet¢hay coordinate
well with most furniture and light colors make tlo®m look
larger). Make sure wallpaper is clean and adherexbthly to the
walls.

11. 11.11. Make sure rooms don't look cluttered. Thaans
removing excess furniture or knickknacks.

12. 12.12. Dress up windows with blinds or shuttefrthe view
from a window isn't attractive, hang a plant frdme teiling in
front of the window.

13. 13. 13. Take care of the "little things." Oil sqkiea doors,
tighten loose cabinet knobs, remove carpet staims replace
damaged floor tiles. Tighten leaky faucets, repaireplace faulty
wall switches, outlets, light fixtures and any agpte that will "go
with the home." Make sure all windows, doors aradirs open
and close easily. Make certain all appliancest lmghbs and water
faucets work.

14. 14. 14. The kitchen is usually the place in the adhat
buyers look at the closest. Clean the oven andcepieflector
pans on electric range tops. Paint, refinish, eetinreorganize
kitchen cabinets. Remove appliances from kitchemtars so that
they look larger.

[1.15. 15. The bathroom gets close scrutiny, too pKkespotless.
Scrub tiles, polish faucets and keep toiletries medicines in their

chest. Put dirty laundry items away in closed ham@el6.

Storage space is important, too. Buyers want Ibiistbese days.
Clear out accumulated items from closets, cabiaeds

© .underneath counters. And don't forget the baseraéit or
garage! Display your storage and utility spacedmaving all



unnecessary items from the attic, stairways, bastaral garage.
This will make those areas appear much larger tiey actually
are. Also, closets should be only two-thirds fGizercrowded
closets suggest that your house does not have aigdesforage
[l.space.

15. 16. 17. People will want to look in closets so mauee that
doors are working properly.

16. 17.18. If you have a fence, make sure it is indgy@pair.
Replace any broken stakes, make sure the gate Wegdg and
paint any areas that are weathered.

17. 18. 19. Look for any pieces of siding or brickwainiat need
repair.

18. 19. 20. Make sure all exterior lighting is in gowedrking
order; replace any bulbs that are burned out.

19. 20. 21. Make sure the roof is clear of debris sacbranches
and leaves. If necessary repair portions of thétled are worn or
damaged.

20. 21.22. Make sure the drapes are tidy and pulle# ram
the windows. Consider having your drapes profesdipieleaned.
21. 22.23. Repair or replace any worn flooring areas.

22. 23.24. Make sure baseboards are securely attacitedny
blemishes repaired.

23. 24.25. Inspect and repair any caulking or groutmgeramic
tile areas.

24. 25. 26. If you have a fireplace make sure it igood
working order.

25. 26. 27. If possible, don't park cars in front of tiouse or in
the driveway, and try to have very few parked carshe street
near the house. Recreational vehicles or boatddlbeun the
garage or carport or behind a fence in the backelide cars or
ones being overhauled, should not be visible froenstreet and

preferably should not even be prese#t28. A nice spread of
outdoor furniture on the patio or deck looks vepp@aling. Make

sure this furniture is clean and in go@dcondition. If you don't



have outdoor furniture, consider borrowing fronriarfd to
enhance showability.

[1.27. 29. Repair or replace doors with holes. Onthatkof repair
short of replacement is to cover a hole with a oniar piece of
[1.paneling.

26. 28. 30. Loose handrails on stairway should be sectar
walls.

27. 29. 31. Clean or paint air-vent covers.

28. 30. 32. A simple $0.69 light bulb can make a major
difference to a purchaser looking at your home. &y will it
light up parts of your home, but it will demonsé&dtasic
maintenance to a purchaser. Every light sockenhthaaound the
house should have a good bulb of adequate watDaget
overlook those outside; in the garage; utility rodralls, closets, or
over the kitchen sink; and in the oven and exhaoastl.

29. 31. 33. Repair or replace wall switches, outletsl, leght
fixtures that don't work, replace any broken swiptdites. Note: If
you are not fully competent to handle these repaakin a
professional.

30. 32. 34. Badly chipped or irreversibly stained siaksl tubs
should be re-enameled, patched, or replaced. Lela&ycessively
noisy toilets should be fixed, as well as any dngdaucets.

31. 33. 35. Sprinkler systems should be working prgpetth no
defective heads.

32. 34. 36. If your garage has become a two-car atioe the
excess “stuff” to a mini warehouse for the duratwdryour home
selling adventure.

33. 35. 37. Paint or stain worn areas in wood decks.

34. 36. 38. Remove grass growing in concrete crackeepvoff
debris from shrubs and trees.

35. 37. 39. Make sure the refrigerator and freezedafested
and free of odors.

36. 38. 40. Install a new shower curtain.

37. 39. 41. Store all supplies like toilet paper, shampottles
and cleansers.



38. 40. 42. Hide or get rid of worn-out throw pillows.

39. 41. 43. At night, turn on porch light and outdaghting.
Buyers often drive by homes they are consideringaabus times
of day.

40. 42. 44. Remove and/or replace any items that will n
transfer with sale: i.e., decorative switch covelgndeliers, etc.
[1.43. 45. If the exterior of the house is dirty avldy, power wash
[1.it.

41. 44. 46. If possible, reseed any bare areas otthe.|

42. 45. 47. Trim all shrubbery and plantings. Trim &de
necessary, especially dead limbs.

43. 46. 48. If the driveway is stone and looking leaahg a coat
of gravel. If it is asphalt, consider resealing.

44. A47. 49. If the season is right, plant colorful flens where
appropriate.

45. 48. 50. Add mulch to planting beds and around trAas
inexpensive but very effective way of freshening linok of the
yard.

46. 49.51. If possible, keep furniture at a bare mummso that
traffic flow is easier and the room does not apseaaller than it
actually is.

47. 50. 52. If bookshelves, curio cabinets, and the &ke
overflowing with books and knick-knacks, remove sooh them.
48. 51.53. Clean or replace the stove hood filtersTioften
overlooked, usually dirty and greasy, and lookeblyaa lot of
buyers.

49. 52.54. Clean (or repaint) cabinet faces. Make tbkime!
50. 53.55. If the basement is damp or musty, congider
dehumidifier.

51. 54.56. Replace the furnace filter(s).

52. 55.57. At the very least, all carpeting needsaateam
cleaned. Any worn, stained or foul smelling cagtetuld be
replaced. You may be tempted to give a "carpetaixce" and
that may work. Just remember, most buyers do nat laeion.
53. 56. 58. If an item is not necessary for your dagady life,



box it up and store it or throw it out!

54. 57.59. Gather your records of any capital improeets that
you made to the house since you've owned it.

55. 58. 60. Add a home warranty offer to sweeten tred.ddome
Warranty packages are available through most R&ak& Agents
[1.59. 61. Fact Sheets are one of the strongest tivagkeols that
you or your Agent can use when selling your hoBsesure to use
[1.one! An effective fact sheet includes all of thestinsalable
features of your home. In addition, it should dgilke total
heated/cooled square footage, sizes of individuains, as well as
any additional information about your house that pelieve
important.

56. 60. 62. Have plants in your home? Make sure albite
leaves are pulled off and trim them up if necessalso, take a
wet cloth and wipe off leaves and petals of sitknbé.

57. 61. 63. Dust the picture frames and clean the géak#ing
more sparkle to your home.

58. 62. 64. Stand a brass plate on a dark bookcasghterh and
brighten.

59. 63. 65. Mirror a wall to create a feeling of spasiness.

60. 64. 66. Potpourri is an easy, inexpensive touatgmes in so
many colors some will be sure to match your deaogatcheme.
Place it in decorative bowls around the house @& pood while
keeping your home smelling great!

61. 65.67. Remove out-of-season coats, sports equipaneh
other items from your front entry closet so buysas see how
roomy it is.

62. 66. 68. Clear window ledges of all objects to give
unobstructed views of the yards.

63. 67.69. Discard old food and leftovers in the gerator.

64. 68. 70. Remove all messages, pictures, and magmetthe
refrigerator.

65. 69. 71. Make sure your screens are in good repwaadpws
and doors).

66. 70.72. Straighten medicine cabinets -people casi't



taking a peek.

67. 71.73. Make sure your locks work properly andlgasi

68. 72.74. Clean your blinds and make sure all bliadtitvare is
in good working order.

[1.73. 75. Establish a focal point in your entrywthe(first thing
buyers see!) with a plant, print or decorative lapu might add
attractive storage with a wall shelf or table diyfarranged with
[.collectibles and flowers. Or just hang a picturenarror on the
wall, and put out a decorative throw rug.

69. 74.76. Locate each ventilation fan, usually inlbéiroom
and kitchen -make sure they operate properly.

70. 75.77. Selling your house in the winter? Give yiamdscape
a welcome shot of color in midwinter by plantingaei hazel
(hamamelis). This group of large shrubs producatesiike
blossoms of narrow, delicate petals that open albadpare
branches of the plant. Colors range from yelloweid with the
leaves turning shades of yellow, orange and reditomn.

71. 76.78. The kitchen is one of the most inspectediby
buyers. Take a look at your cabinets. Need to dress up? If
you have older kitchen cabinets with panel doaraser
removing the panel inset and replacing it with exhdlass,
chicken wire, latticework, or beadboard. Anotheti@pis to
simply add decorative moldings or wood trims to éiesting
panels.

72. 77.79. Don’t have a coat closet? Buyers like ct@gets in
the entryway -however, some houses don’t havedhisire. Draw
their attention instead to an attractive coat ngamk can make
yourself. Attach pretty glass doorknobs in a rova feainted board.
Then hang it near your entry door.

Open House Day -Tips for Showing Your Home

How your home 'shows' or looks to buyers and agsraévital
Importance. You can do a number of things that @nlhance your



home's appeal in time for your open house. Whdrmwimg has
been arranged, try the following:

1. 1.1. Give all family members assigned jobs in adeathat
will go into action when a short-notice showingaheduled.
Everyone must know their duties and carry them smthat you
don't end up banging into one another trying toeyetything done
quickly.

2. 2. 2. Turn on all exterior and interior lights, aeva the
middle of the day. This gives your home a brighd airy feel.

3. 3. 3. Turn your fireplace on or burn a log.

4. 4. 4. Play soft music on the radio or stereo systeenhaps
play some soothing classical music on low volume.

5. 5. 5. Have an area where the buyer and their agght sit
and discuss the home.

6. 6. 6. Consider serving coffee and cookies.

7. 7.7.Baking cookies before the showing can ackagant
and inviting aroma to the home.

8. 8. 8. Air out the house just before the schedulhedving, but
close the windows (unless it is a perfect day) keetbey arrive.
9. 9.9. Be prepared to answer any questions thdiujer and
agent may have. Usually questions are asked aleoghlvorhood
features and amenities. It might be a good ideahearse a talk on
the positive features of living where you do.

10. 10. 10. Buyers may have technical questions alh@utbdome
such as size of furnace and air conditioner, aghefoof, type
and amount of insulation. Make sure you've reseslthe
answers to these questions.

11. 11.11. Put carpet scraps at the top of basemepd,sit the
bottom of the attic steps, and by all the outsiderd. Visitors can
then wipe their shoes off when coming back intoltbase from
these areas. It is believed that if you don't de, {heople get so
worried about tracking dirt on to the carpets, te®p looking at
the house and watch where they've been walking.

12. 12.12. Remove pets. Take them with you or keemthe



penned in the yard or garage.

13. 13. 13. Grind up part of a lemon in the disposaldd a fresh
smell to the kitchen.

14. 14. 14. Keep money and other valuables, as well as
prescription drugs, out of sight.

15. 15. Remove most of the "imprint" that you havede on
the house. Having a few family pictures aroundns,fbut if your
house is a "shrine" to your family--walls full oérsonal pictures--

you should take some steps to depersonalize iteBuyust
be able to envision themselves in the house, wikidearly
Impossible if everywhere they turn they stare at'yo
15. 16. 16. Have kitchen sparkling clean and all dighgsaway.
16. 17.17. Have all bathrooms sparkling with clean and
matching towels hung neatly.

17. 18. 18. Open all interior doors except those fosets and
other storage areas.

Repair Tips

1. 1. 1. Downspouts often become plugged up with lsave
twigs, seed pods and pine needles. You can trgatghg the clog
with a blast of water from a garden hose, butat thoesn't work,
take a cable auger, or plumber's snake, and feetbithe bottom
end of the downspout. Turn the crank on the auggoa push the
cable up the downspout. When you feel resistameand the
cable to extract the clog. Repeat the process ay timaes as
necessary until the downspout is clear of all deliRemove the
cable auger and rinse out the downspout with tlseho

[1.2. 2. When a double-hung window is stuck shutsteise
temptation to force it open. You could crack thehstiame or
shatter the glass. Instead, try this safer approAearing safety
goggles, push a 4-or 6-in.-wide, stiff-blade puktyfe into the
joint between the sash and interior stop (the thentical wood



strip nailed to each side jamb). Also insert th&ypknife into the
joint at the top and bottom of the sash. Forcirggkhife blade into
the joints will sever any spots that are adherdd diied paint. To
raise the sash, use the handles, if any, alongdatiem sash rail or
place one gloved hand on each upper corner ofat$ie fsame and
push up. Never lift a sash with one hand placdtencenter of the
upper rail—it might crack. When all else fails, @sthin pry bar to
carefully remove the interior stops to free thehsdsiey might not
[].come out in one piece, but you can easily replaesm with new
stops.

2. 3. 3. If your roof leaked 3 years ago, and you ngoe
around to sealing and repainting the ceiling--nsw& good time to
get it done. It may look like a fresh leak to therained eye. Any
damages that have been properly repaired but lefivedars'

should be addresse®..4. Has your toilet lost some of its flushing
power? Using a small mirror, you can check theeseof holes that

sit under the rin® .of the bowl. These tiny holes, known as flush

passages, shoot water into the bowl each timeotlet is flushed,
but sometimes they become plugged up with minexpbdits or
grime. To enhance flushing power, poke each h&arclvith a
length of wire clothes hanger. After cleaning b# passages, flush
the toilet to remove loosened deposits. If necgssapeat the
process.

[1.4. 5. Check your steps. Concrete steps are dyfai¢he
corners of the steps are vulnerable to chippingtaedkage. The
first step in mending a damaged corner is to stmalarea clean of
all loose bits of gravel, sand and cement with i@Wwrush. Next,
create an L-shaped mold, or form, by screwing togyetwo short
pieces of wood (1 X 6). Hold the form against th@ped corner
and flush with the top of the step; secure it vathg strips of duct
tape. Coat the inside of the form with cookingsptay so it won't
stick to the new cement patch. Then brush a libmyat of latex
bonding liquid onto the chipped surface. In a ptasticket, mix a
small batch of quick-setting cement, such as Qtelgd-astSet



Cement. Scoop up some of the cement with a poindeel and
tightly press it into the form. Slightly overfilhe corner, then
smooth the cement flush with the top of the stethd edge of the
step is eased (rounded), use an edger on the maxete. Allow
the repair to dry overnight before carefully pegloff the tape and

removing the form®.6. Check your sinks -you can bet home

buyers will run the water and perhaps even trydiaéns in the
house when they are inspecting plumbing. Does pathroom
sink hold its water? The

[1.pop-up plugs on bathroom sinks tend to loosenvwgp time and
lose their watertight seal. As a result, watelkteas down the drain
making it impossible to keep the basin filled upuYcan fix this
annoyance in less than a minute. Look beneathirtkeasd locate
the large retaining nut that secures the horizgntait rod to the

back of the vertical drainpipe. Gr#®.the nut with pliers and

carefully tighten it. Pull up on the plug handleldarn on the
water to see if the plug seals tightly againstdtaen. If it doesn't,
tighten the nut some more. If you can't raise thedte, then the
nut is too tight. Loosen it a little and test tHegopone more time.
3. 5.7.What if your roof's in good condition -excdpt one
spot? To quickly fix a puncture hole in an asplsaiagle roof, cut
a rectangular piece of aluminum, copper or galhethimetal
flashing to fit under the shingle. Coat the bottointhe flashing
with roofing cement and slip it beneath the shin§leread more
cement over the top of the flashing, then firmlggs down on the
shingle to create a watertight seal. Inspect thehpannually to be
sure its stuck down fast. If needed, apply mordingacement.

4. 6. 8. Check your wood siding. Are there any cradks&rds
sometimes crack and split as wood siding expandsantracts
with changing temperatures. If the crack is moentA ft. long,
replace the entire board. Boards with shorter @alc&wever, are
easy to fix. Start by gently prying open the craath a slotted
screwdriver and filling it with exterior-grade, veatresistant glue.
Remove the screwdriver, bore at least two piloekdhrough the



siding and insert ring-shanked siding nails int® bioles. Push up
hard on the bottom edge of the board to closertdekc Then tap
the nails in with a hammer. Finish by cleaninganif/ glue drips
with a damp cloth.

[1.7. 9. Most washable wall coverings can be scrulobesh with a
sponge and nonabrasive cleanser. Try that withhawashable
wall covering, and you'll ruin the surface. A ktknown secret:
Most greasy, grimy stains and spots can be drawofawon
[.washable wall coverings with a standard electothes iron.
Place both layers of a regular brown grocery bglgtrover the
stain. Press the paper with a warm iron -no stéama-minute or
two. The paper will absorb the heated grease.dés&ary, repeat
the process with clean paper until the stain bfis

5. 8. 10. Check the caulk around your tubs. A contirs,o
watertight seal along the top edge of a bathtushower base is
crucial. If the caulk is cracked or missing in syatater will seep
in and ruin the wall -and you can bet potentialdrsywill notice
this. Repairing a caulked joint is easy and takss than 30
minutes. Start by scraping out all the old, dried-caulk using an
awl or narrow-bladed screwdriver. Then dip a ciothubbing
alcohol and clean the surface of all soap scungaeassy grime.
Allow the cleaned surface to dry a few minutes, apgly a thick
bead of tub-and-tile caulk along the joint. Smaibith bead with a
wet finger.

6. 9.11. Have a chain-link fence? How's it look?tldirty,
rusting and weather-beaten? Then it's quite anoegde potential
buyers. A little elbow grease and a fresh coalwhamum paint
are all it takes to restore the chain link to ntsffensive glory.
First, remove any flaking paint, rust or caked-omg with a wire
brush. (Or rent a sandblaster for the day.) Sgatttany remaining
corrosion with a spray-on rust inhibitor. Then adeng-nap roller
to apply the aluminum paint to both sides of thecée Slowly
work the roller over the chain link, reaching inight bends and
deep recesses. To prevent excessive drips anddoms pverload
the roller with paint.



1.10. 12. Are your cabinet hinges in good conditiQrare they
“hanging by a thread”? The small screws used targekitchen
cabinet door hinges to the face frames of cabiofées work their
way loose over time. Unless they're tightened imatety, the
screws will enlarge and strip the holes untilipossible to
tighten them. A quick, convenient cure can be foustlinside
one of the cabinets: toothpicks. Remove one loosgelscrew.
Dip four or five wooden toothpicks into woodworkigtue and
[].then stuff them into the hole. Break the toothpiok at the
surface and replace the screw. If the holes agetdahan about ¥
in., pack them with wooden matchsticks dipped uregl

7. 11.13. How’s your carpet? In pretty good shapepkéor
one unsightly spot? A deep cigarette burn or itdi2link stain in
your carpeting doesn't have to be permanent -atagich repair
tool can quickly remove and replace the damage tdtidooks
like a cookie cutter designed by Stephen Kingalieut 3 inches
in diameter, with two sharp razor blades protrudnog its rim.
You'll find the tool at a carpet shop that caterpito installers.
Also buy a peel-and-stick adhesive disk as well aghe of carpet
glue. To begin the repair, place the cutting to@rahe damaged
area, press down and twist until you have cut thinathe carpet
but not the padding. Remove and discard the plutpofaged
carpet. Then cut a replacement patch from a leftoagpet swatch
or from an inconspicuous place, such as insideset| Next,
remove the protective backing from the adhesivk disl slip it
into the hole with the adhesive side facing up. k@pbead of
carpet glue around the hole or edge and firmlygties patch into
place. Let the adhesive cure overnight, then vacinenarea to
help blend the carpet fibers over the repair.

8. 12. 14. Be sure to clean that smoke-stained glassah
your wood-burning stove or fireplace. Here’s howt ©cool door,
spray the inside glass surface with oven cleanait ¥out 30
minutes for the black soot to dissolve, then wiffdle glass with
a damp paper towel. Repeat, if necessary, to remoyeemaining
stains. Caution: The glass must be completely befidre you



clean it. Spraying a hot door could crackét.15. Make sure your
mini-blinds are clean as a whistle.

How? Use ordinary soft, clean dust cloths, cheryidatated
dust cloths, vacuum cleaner brush attachmentgher available
ordinary household aids. The paint surface of tais $s quite
smooth and dust is easily brushed off if done guilies intervals.
To vacuum, use the brush dust head attachmentlasidts first
up, then down (but not entirely exposed) to reaehentire top and

bottom surfaces. To dust, use a soft clean clo® @hemically

treated dust cloth and tilt the slats as abovewash, use a damp
cloth or sponge and mild detergent. Use warm att e@ter -NOT
hot water. Tilt the slats as above. Protect therfar sill from
excess water. The blind can also be taken downegla a
bathtub of mild soapy water, then rinsed cleangdigry, or
allowed to dry completely in the open air.

1. 13.16. Make sure there are no cracks in yournzeilff there
IS, here’s how to repair it: Widen the crack byngsa pointed beer
can opener. Draw the point along the crack witim faven
pressure. Use a paintbrush dipped in water oraygispenser to
dampen the new opening. Force prepared spackl¢hatorack
with a putty knife or a trowel. Smooth the surfadéhen it is
completely dry, sand, then paint.

2. 14.17. Check your magnetic door latches. Most raagn
catches eventually fail to hold cabinet doors aloseisn't because
the magnets lose power; instead, they get pushed aaay from
the metal contact plate mounted on the inside saréd the door.
First, loosen the mounting screws on the magneg gl forward
to its original position and retighten the screWsen keep the
magnet properly aligned by gluing and screwing alsmood
block to the inside of the cabinet directly behihd magnet. Even
if the screws loosen or the door is slammed, thedamock will
hold the magnet in place.



Decorating Tips

[1.1. 1. Bring the summer sunshine indoors by setmgll floral
bouquets everywhere throughout the house. Use entghitems
to hold flowers, such as old coffee pots, egg ctgascups, and
teapots in the kitchen. A candlestick or soup taresn be used as
a flower container in the dining room. In a laundogm, fill a
washtub with a huge bouquet of wildflowers. In dahroom,
float heads of flowers in the tub or set one or flewers in an
[].unused soap dish with a little water and some rd¢ie® rocks.
2. 2.2.Summer's lush greenery can decorate your latingear
long. Collect large tree leaves and ferns, andalsec paint to
transfer the images onto plain white pillow froriall the paint
onto the leaf's surface with a brayer, or just briti®n. Press the
painted leaf evenly onto the fabric surface. Lgt dnd set paint
according to manufacturer's instructions. This néghe can be
used on other items, like placemats, napkins anaias. Or you
can print the leaves on plain fabric and use dréate your own
accessories.

3. 3. 3. Dress an exterior wall with a dramatic digmé
flowers. Drill a small hole in the center of thp &rea of several
small terra cotta pots. Fill the pots with brigtwjorful flowers and
vining plants. Then simply hang the pots from d oaithe wall at
every spot you'd like a plant. This idea can alsafed on a porch
post, or you can place several pots under a wirfdoa clever
change from a window box.

4. 4. 4. Organize your closets -Gather several baadesléd: To
Keep, To Trash, To Sell, Un-decided. Begin sortlbgn't try to
find a place for everything until your items areted. Group your
items by category: shirts, pants, shorts, teesheans, sweats.
Decide what will be folded, what will be placed lmangers, what
will go into drawers.

5. 5. 5. Use multilevel rods for hanging items. Binsl ghelf
dividers keep folded items stacked. They are inegpe to buy



and can usually be found in discount stores or hsimes. This
eliminates sorting through things on the floorrodrawers for
purses and accessories and is worth the smalltmeas. This will
not only free up valuable drawer space, but canieate the need
for chest of drawers altogether, therefore giving ynore space in
your rooms, making them more appealing to home tsuye

6. 6. 6. Hanging organizers with clear plastic divigeaiches
organize and display at the same time. These cadthesmall
pockets for jewelry or larger sizes for shoes, yplaode, scarves,
etc. I've used them in lieu of junk drawers fonadfsupplies.

7. 7.7.Think about hidden storage solutions. A ckastbe
used as a coffee table in a natural, casual settiatpo serves a
useful purpose as a storage bin for magazines,sb@moan afghan.
You might find an old chest or trunk at a garade saflea
market. If you do, sand it down, then rub it withnature
consisting of equal parts of turpentine and linsaiéchix to give it
a natural look and a smooth finish.

8. 8. 8. Consider adding edging around your trees and
flowerbeds. Edging adds a nice decorative touamedttens things
up and provides a clean, crisp definition to garplets. On the
practical side, edgings also help keep soil anccimin and grass
out of well-tended beds.

9. 9.9. Look around your garden. Is it flat? Doeseiéed a little
something? Well, stones are an inexpensive, eviedbeautiful
way to add life to any garden. With their gracdiiués, soft hues
and quiet presence, stones give structure andletdater in an

understated way®.10. Connect the different areas in your yard or

garden with a series of paths. Well-designed pat@srresistible--
they invite, even pull, guests into the garden.&crve in a path
that disappears around a corner and your guedtilolv it to

see®.what's around the bend. Then, let the path leathdoher

garden and yet another, always varying the natitleegpaths and
their adjacent gardens, and you will create a pidaetrigue,
surprise, movement, and variety.



10. 10.11. You can add curb appeal to your home bigingj a
brick mailbox. As a bonus, you'll be protecting youailbox
against vandalism.

11. 11.12. Rev things up in your bathroom by addingpesmew
towels and accessories.

12. 12.13. Consider minor kitchen remodeling sucheg$acing
or updating (via painting or staining) cabinetsnDdave the
money or time? Consider something as simple asgth@iyour
cabinet handles or knobs tom something brass oy €lain dress
up otherwise dull cabinets.

13. 13. 14. Furniture look worn out? Try a slipcover!

14. 14.15. Bathroom looking sad, but can't affordtaltover-
haul? Over-haul the fixtures instead by changiag, the toilet
seat, the toilet paper holder, the towel bar, titen®r curtain rod.
You can find attractive alternatives at hardwaoges or even
large department stores.

15. 15. 16. Fresh flowers and floating candles in thgnlmom
are beautiful touches, especially in the summee tim

16. 16.17. Make smart use of your kitchen cabinetsgardry.
If you don’t use something at least once a weegk jtaup and
store it someplace else so your cabinet looks soaeious.
Dividers and cutlery trays make efficient use cwier space in
both the kitchen and bathroom. Even if you willtaking your
storage items with you, it is important to show ésythat your
home offers sensible storage for bathing, cleaamdjlaundry
items.

17. 17.18. In the garage, take advantage of wall spdse a
board-and-peg system to hang tools and gardenuigragnt.
Wall hooks are useful for hanging bikes or largest@verhead
racks also keep large items off the floor and duhe way.

18. 18. 19. An under-the-bed box turns once wastedesjpao
storage for out-of-season clothing.

19. 19. 20. Sofas or other large pieces of furnituredngpace
away from the wall. Just pull the entire piece advayn the wall -
either evenly or at an angle. Once the piece hae shstance from



the wall, there’'s room to place a permanent plarirea lamp
behind it. This will draw the eye and generateredgé

20. 20. 21. Use angles when placing furniture. Off-sguangles
make the room warmer, and give it a casual, livedikegance.
21. 21.22. Small lamps work well on kitchen countditsey
make the room look more relaxed.

22. 22.23. There is unused decorative space in tobdat Just
look up. Cabinets and refrigerators often have dgpade above
them. Plants, decorative tins, things from the pamibokbooks,
and other items work well. Don't overcrowd thisaaré/hen used
properly, it can add so much to your kitchen.

23. 23. 24. Area rugs are nice additions throughoukitolen.
Consider a runner in front of the sink, a nice mathe
refrigerator, and a small rug at the back door.dHaw, use your
Imagination.

24. 24. 25. Discard worn furniture and move extra ftura to a
storage area. Too much furniture makes the rooi soaall.

25. 25. 26. Toys all over the place? Try some colankwv
garbage cans with lids on them for storage fothalse toys and
their corresponding pieces. It's easy to tossadlgs inside at a
moments notice for a showing. Then put the candloset or in a
corner of a room -out of the way of your visitors.

26. 26. 27. Tassels and cording! Another fun thingdoress
up an old picture frame by tying a pretty cordessé&h to it. Drape
a corded tassel around a lampshade. Hang a tasseybur
curtain rod. There are so many things you can dlo these

wonderful finds!€.28. Plastic grocery bags accumulate fast and

before you know it, you have an unsightly pile lonéde
somewhere, taking up space. These versatile bagsrang and

certainly worth saving an®.reusing. Store them neatly and keep

them accessible by taking a clean, empty two-ptastic soda
bottle and snipping off the neck and bottom witltiity knife or
tin snips. Attach the bottle to the back of a caboloor or closet
door with a single screw; be sure the enlarged npeking faces



down. Stuff the grocery bags into the invertedlboio retrieve
one, simply reach into the neck opening and yankitt The bottle
will hold about 15 bags.

27. 27.29. If you want your room to appear more spassiadd a
tall green plant. Healthy floor plants are attraetand fill bare
spaces by adding height to a room.

28. 28. 30. Lighting is an inexpensive and effectiveywa
enhance your home and decorating. If you havetecpharly nice
feature or area --perhaps a plant or artwork -iging the
subject can be a nice touch. And for a special moashe of your
rooms, such as the dining room, install a dimmatcsw

[1.29. 31. To increase your bath’s storage capaaiigt,a few wire
1.baskets or rolling storage carts if they don’tteuthe room.
29. 30. 32. Try using your pieces of furniture in unzentional
ways. For example, use your baker's rack in thierbam and fill
it with towels, baskets filled with soaps, a fewoks, etc. Or try
using it as a bookshelf in a hallway or entrywagwHabout using
a mirrored dresser as a buffet in your dining room?

30. 31. 33. To create the illusion of more space inryou
bathroom, install a fashionable pedestal sink. Ty charm and
elegance that can’t be duplicated with other tygfaa-cabinet
sinks. And today’s new models feature etched desagl decals

that will complement your decof®.34. To make a small room

LARGER: The walls, ceiling, and floor should beigined in light
colors to make a room look larger. Use no more tiienmain
colors and limit your accent pieces. Wallpapergrat should
consist of small, subtle designs, as bold or battems will
overpower a small room. These rules apply to windowerings

and upholstery as well. A mirrof® .strategically placed, will make

the room look larger as it reflects the rest ofdhea. Try placing
your mirror so it reflects a window view or anoth&mger room for
a greater effect. Use scaled-down furniture anéssmries to
create an uncluttered look and remove anythingi$imét
necessary.



31. 32. 35. To diminish the look of the long, narrowmy, use
two tones of color on the walls. A darker colortba farthest walls
will bring them in closer while a lighter color dme closest walls
will make them recede. A mirror placed on the cébseall will
create a wider, more open look. Furniture and aoress should
be kept to a minimum near long walls. By placingfture along
these walls, the room will appear narrower. Flamrezings can
create the illusion of a wider room. A tile pattevith accent tiles
draws the eye across the narrow span of the roanake it appear
wider. Avoid patterns that enhance the length efrdbom — the
room will seem narrower.

[1.33. 36. It's easy to brighten a room that recelitds or no
natural light. Natural light in north-facing rooraan seem cold
[J.and dismal. By using warm colors (yellows, goldsls, and
earth tones) in light shades, the room will seeighber. Paint the
ceiling white or lightly tinted. If your room hask wood
paneling and you can’t part with it or don’t waatpaint it, you
can still brighten the room. Paint the ceiling @amy un-paneled
walls a light, complimentary tint. Don’t use puréite however, as
white tends to deaden the look of natural wood.

32. 34.37. To give the impression of a high ceilinginp it white
or lightly tinted. Dark colors will make your ceily look lower.
Avoid wallpaper on the ceiling, as this also tetalbwer it.

33. 35. 38. Have wooden closet rods? How do they Idd&tal
clothes hangers often leave black, dirty streaka wiwoden closet
rod. To avoid the streaks, snap a plastic showeicover over the
rod. The covers cost about $1 each, come in sevel@is and can
be cut with a utility knife. What's more, hangelislg easily on the
plastic.

34. 36. 39. Natural-color willow baskets are a beausflution
for organizing storage space in unusual placesy thmouflage
clutter while adding clean European style. Takeaatlge of
unused space under beds, sinks, and benches @p of ¢abinets.
Whether stacked or set side by side, the bask#talways look
tidy. Update the look of older cabinets by remowing doors and



filling the space with square baskets with hanthes can be used
like drawers.

35. 37.40. Want to change the color of your mini bddDr
simply “spruce them up”? You can with enamel sgrant. Start
at the top or bottom to carefully remove cordingtttnavels
through the slats. Clean slats with a degreasefedrmbty. Lay the
slats out on newspaper and spray following manufacs
instructions. Let dry overnight. Spray the othelesand let dry.
Replace slats into mini blind, rethread cording] aacure. You
could also decoupage the surface of the mini bimitls decorative
tissue paper. Seal the surface with a polyacriisth so the blinds
can be wiped clean.

[1.38. 41. Organize bathroom closet clutter. Sogdaitems
[1.(curling irons, hair dryer, etc.) into colorfulpainted woven
picnic baskets with hinged lids. For smaller itdike bottles,
combs, and toothpaste, use similar woven baskétsdiiiders
that are typically used for silverware. Though opartop for
quick access, they easily conceal and organizgshyou need
every day.

36. 39.42. Have a window that doesn’t provide a vagdj
view? Consider covering up the view by adding savgliass
shelves in front of the window. Use the shelvedisplay colored
glass collectibles. The light shining through thecps will mimic
the look of a stained glass window.



